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DEPARTMENT  OF  EDUCATION 
[CFOANOJ  84.023] 

Research  in  Education  of  Individuals 
With  Disabilities  Program;  Notice 
Inviting  Applications  for  New  Awards 
for  Fiscal  Year  1992 

Purpose  of  Program:  To  assist 
research  and  related  activities,  and  to 
conduct  research,  surveys,  or 
demonstrations,  relating  to  the 
education  of  and  early  intervention 
services  for  infants,  toddlers,  children, 
and  youth  with  disabilities. 

Eligible  Applicants:  Eligible 
applicants  are  State  and  local 
educational  agencies,  institutions  of 
higher  education,  and  other  public 
agencies  and  nonprofit  private 
organizations. 

Applications  Available:  June  8, 1992. 

Applicable  Regulations:  (a)  The 
Education  Department  General 
Administrative  Regulations  (EDGAR)  in 
34  CFR  parts  74,  75,  77,  80,  81,  85,  and  86; 
(b)The  regulations  for  this  program  in 
34  CFR  part  324;  and  (c)  When  published 
in  final  form  the  notice  of  proposed 
priorities. 

Four  proposed  priorities  under  the 
Resear^  in  Education  of  Individuals 
with  Disabilities  Program  were 
announced  in  the  January  28, 1992 
Federal  Register.  The  fouur  priorities 
were:  (1)  Initial  Career  Awards;  (2) 
Reseat  on  Self-Determination  in 
Individuals  with  Disabilities;  (3)  * 
Including  Children  with  Disabilities  as  a 
Part  of  Systemic  Efforts  to  Restructure 
Schools;  and  (4)  Ombudsperson  Projects 
for  Qiildren  and  Youth  with  Disabilities. 
It  is  the  policy  of  the  Dq;>artment  of 
Education  not  to  solicit  applications 
before  the  publication  of  ^al  priorities. 
However,  for  priorities  1, 2,  and  3  it  is 
essential  to  solicit  applications  on  the 
basis  of  the  notice  of  proposed  priorities 
as  published  in  the  F^e^  Register  on 
January  28, 1992  (57  FR  3250-3257], 
because  the  Department’s  authority  to 
obligate  these  ^ds  will  expire  on 
September  30, 1992.  It  is  anticipated  that 
a  notice  inviting  applications  for  priority 
4,  Ombudsperson  Ftojects  for  Children 
and  Youth  with  Disabilities,  will  be 
announced  at  the  same  time  the  final 
priorities  are  published  in  the  Federal 
Regbter. 

'^e  public  comment  period  for  the 
notice  of  proposed  priorities  ended  on 
Mardi  30, 1M2.  Twenty-one  parties 
submitted  comments.  A  summary  of  the 
comments  and  responses  related  to 
priority  4  "Ombudsperson  Projects  for 
Children  and  Youth  with  DisabiUties’* 
will  be  included  with  the  publication  of 
the  final  priorities.  A  summary  of  the 


comments  and  responses  for  priorities  1, 
2,  and  3  follows. 

The  first  commenter  encouraged  the 
inclusion  of  psychoeducational 
assessments  and  intervention  services, 
and  the  integration  of  services  such  as 
physical  therapy,  occupational  therapy, 
speech  therapy,  etc.,  with  educational 
programs  as  specific  topics  of  interest 
under  priority  1.  As  written,  the  priority 
supports  projects  to  conduct  research 
and  related  activities  consistent  with  the 
purpose  of  the  program  as  stated  in  the 
program  regulations  at  34  CFR  324.1.  The 
purpose  of  the  program  is  stated  very 
broadly  and  includes  support  to:  (1) 
advance  and  improve  the  knowled^ 
base  cuid  improve  the  practice  of 
professionals,  parents,  and  others 
providing  early  intervention,  special 
education,  and  related  services, 
including  professionals  who  woilc  with 
children  with  disabilities  in  regular 
education  environments,  to  provide 
children  with  disabilities  effective 
instruction  and  enable  them  to  learn 
successfully;  and  (2)  research  and 
related  activities,  surveys,  or 
demonstrations  relating  to  physical 
education  or  recreation,  including 
therapeutic  recreation,  for  children  with 
disabilities.  The  Secretary  concurs  that 
the  activities  recommended  by  the 
commenter  are  important,  and  believes 
that  they  are  included  under  the  rubric 
of  the  broad  purpose  statements,  and 
that  to  specify  only  those  activities 
proposed  by  the  commenter  would  be 
overly  prescriptive. 

The  second  commenter  recommended 
that  priority  2:  (1)  Funding  recognize  the 
divergent  needs  of  varying  disability 
populations,  particularly  students  with 
mental  retardation  and  learning 
disabilities;  (2)  projects  extend  and 
augment  the  self  determination  projects 
fimded  throughi  the  Secondary  location 
and  Transition  Services  Branch;  and  (3) 
projects  include  the  involvement  of 
individuals  with  disabilities  as  well  as 
their  families.  The  priority  as  written 
recognizes  the  divergent  needs  of 
varying  disability  populations,  and 
requires  projects,  in  identifying  die 
individu^  variables  of  self- 
determination,  to  be  sensitive  to 
individual  characteristics  affecting  self- 
determination  such  as  age,  level  of 
functioning,  cultural  differences,  and 
nature  of  Usability.  Because  self^ 
determination  has  been  identified  as  a 
goal  by  individuals  with  the  full  array  of 
disabling  conditions,  including 
individuals  with  cognitive  deficits,  the 
Secretary  believes  tiiat  it  should  be  left 
to  the  applicant  to  delineate  the  subject 
characteristics  in  their  study. 

In  response  to  the  commenter’s 
second  recommentation,  the  priodty  as 


written  requires  collaboration  with  other 
projects  to  maximize  project  benefits. 

The  Secretary  prefers  not  to  limit  or 
prescribe  which  projects  are  worthy  of 
collaboration. 

With  respect  to  the  commenter’s  third 
recommendation,  the  Secretary  notes 
that  the  priority,  as  written,  requires  the 
participation  of  individuals  with 
disabiUties,  as  well  as  parents  of 
individuals  with  disabilities,  in  project 
activities  (e.g.,  developing  the 
conceptual  framework,  and  in 
identifying  the  individual  variables  of 
self-determination). 

’The  third  commenter  stated  that 
concepts  such  as  self-determination  are 
personal  and  subjective  and  heavily 
influenced  by  culture.  The  commenter 
recommended  that  in  attempting  to 
provide  educators  with  a  vehicle  for 
defining  and  measuring  self- 
determination  as  an  explicit  educational 
goal  in  priority  2,  the  cultural 
background  and  language  experience  of 
a  people  must  be  validated.  'The 
S^etary  believes  that  this  concern  is 
addressed  in  the  development  of  the 
approach  and  its  subsequent  field 
testing.  As  written,  the  priority  requires 
projects  to  be  sensitive  to  individual 
characteristics  affecting  self- 
determination,  such  as:  age,  level  of 
functioning,  cultural  differences,  and 
nature  of  Usability,  and  further  requires 
projects  to  sample  the  domains  of 
school  home,  work,  and  community. 

The  fourth  commenter  recommended 
that  priority  3  specifically  state  that 
school  restructuring,  whether  at  the 
State,  districl  or  biding  level,  must 
have  the  ultimate  goal  of  ensuring  that 
students  with  disabilities  be  fully 
included  in  all  aspects  of  school  life, 
including  education  provided  in 
supported,  heterogeneous,  age- 
appropriate,  regular  classrooms  with 
students  who  do  not  have  disabilities,  as 
well  as  in  all  other  curricular  and  extra¬ 
curricular  programs  and  activities  of  the 
school  The  purpose  of  the  priority  is  to 
develop  and  implement  systemic 
changes  at  the  school  level  required  to 
incorporate  effective  practices  for 
children  with  disabilities  into  broader 
school-based  educational  reform  and 
restructuring  initiatives.  In  the 
"Activities’’  section  of  the  priority, 
projects  are  required  to  “*  *  *  specify 
the  diverse  educational  outcomes  that 
the  school  is  committed  to  achieving  for 
all  children  (emphasis  added),  including 
chtidren  with  disabilities.’’  Also,  an 
indusionary  orientation  is  reflected  in 
the  reqdrement  under  “Project 
banning"  that  states  the  reform  and 
restroctoiing  activities  must  reflect 
princfyles  for  effecting  systemic  change 
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as  well  as  systemic  features  that 
facilitate  the  participation  and  achieve 
better  educational  outcomes  for  children 
with  disabilities.  The  Secretary  believes 
that  the  priority,  as  written,  provides  for 
the  inclusion  of  children  with 
disabilities  in  all  aspects  of  school  life. 

The  hfth  commenter  recommended 
that  priority  3:  (1)  Encourage  applicants 
to  address  the  needs  of  children  with 
disabilities  who  are  included  in 
restructured  environmegits  within  inner 
city  schools;  (2]  support  and  encourage 
research  that  will  lead  to  the  design  of 
effective  support  systems  to  ensure 
success  for  students  with  disabilities  in 
restructured  environments;  (3)  permit  a 
wide  range  of  use  of  funds  to  provide 
supports  such  as  personnel, 
consultation,  teclmology,  assistive 
devices,  inservice  training,  travel. 


university  collaboration,  program 
development,  and  dissemination  of 
results;  (4)  support  funding  for  parent 
education,  travel,  purchase  of  reference 
materials,  and  childcare,  in  an  effort  to 
maximize  opportunities  for  full  parental 
participation;  and  (5)  support  active 
student  involvement  in  the  projects.  The 
purpose  of  this  priority  is  to  support 
model  projects  that  develop  and 
implement  systemic  change  at  the 
school  level.  With  the  exception  of 
research,  activity  (6),  the  priority  allows 
for  an  applicant  to  propose  and  justify 
the  types  of  activities  recommended  by 
the  commenter.  The  Secretary  believes 
that  the  specific  use  of  fimds  and  their 
justification  should  be  defined  by  the 
applicant,  not  prescribed  by  the 
Department. 


The  sixth  commenter  stated  that 
system  change  should  not  result  in  the 
placement  of  all  children  with  learning 
disabilities  in  regular  classrooms 
because  the  nature  of  the  disability  in 
an  individual  child  may  be  such  that  the 
child  cannot  learn  appropriately  in  that 
setting.  The  Secretary  concurs,  and  does 
not  believe  that  the  priority,  as  written, 
requires  such  an  approach. 

Based  on  the  comments  received  on 
priorities  1,  2,  and  3,  the  only  changes 
expected  in  the  final  priorities  are  of  a 
technical  editorial  nature.  Applicants 
are  adAdsed  to  submit  their  applications 
based  on  the  priorities  as  proposed.  If 
changes  are  made  in  the  final  priorities, 
applicants  will  be  provided  the 
opportunity  to  amend  or  resubmit  their 
applications. 


Research  Priorities  for  Fiscal  Year  1992 


Title  and  CFDA  No. 

Deadline  for 
transmittal  of 
applications 

Available 

funds 

Estimated  size 
of  awards  (per 
year)* 

Estimated 
number  of 
awards 

Project  period 
in  months 

Initial  Career  Awards  (CFDA  No.  84.023N) . 

07/09/92 

$300,000 

$75,000 

4 

Up  to  36. 

Research  on  Self-Determination  in  Individuals  With  Disabilities  (CFDA  No. 
84.023J). 

07/13/92 

800,000 

200,000 

4 

Up  to  24 

Including  Children  With  Disabilities  as  a  Part  of  Systemic  Efforts  to  Restruc¬ 
ture  Schools  (CFDA  No.  84.023R). 

07/13/92 

1,050.000 

150,000 

7 

Up  to  48. 

*  Amounts  listed  are  the  estimated  funding  levels  for  the  first  12  months  of  the  projects.  Multi-year  projects  are  likely  to  be  level  funded  urtless  there  are 
increases  in  costs  attributable  to  significant  changes  in  activity  level. 

Note.— The  Department  of  Education  is  not  bound  by  any  estimates  in  this  notice,  except  as  othenwise  provided  by  statute. 


For  Applications  or  Information 
Contact:  Linda  Glidewell,  U.S. 
Department  of  Education,  400  Maryland 
Avenue,  SW.,  room  3524,  Switzer 
Building,  Washington,  DC  20202-2640. 


Telephone:  (202)  732-1099.  Deaf  and 
hard  of  hearing  individuals  may  call 
(202)  732-6153. 

Program  Authority:  20  U.S.C.  1441-1443. 
Dated:  May  26, 1992. 


Robert  R.  Davila, 

Assistant  Secretary,  Office  af  Special 
Education  and  Rehabilitative  ^rvices. 
[FR  Doc.  92-12690  Filed  5-29-92;  8:45  am] 
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